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“San Francisco Library Public Art Project”
Ann Chamberlain and Ann Hamilton

“Viewers gain a sense of how fundamentally different is the
tactile sensation of handling catalogue cards from tapping at
a keyboard to access electronic entries.”
– Joan Simon

“The overlay of written citations on the informational
text of each card represents the interface of a
community with a collection, and distinguishes the
arbitrary accumulation of information from the process
of selection, which is associated with understanding
and knowledge.”
– Ann Chamberlain

“Making Visible the Invisible”
George Legrady

“Statistics”

“Floating Titles”

“Dot Matrix Rain”

“KeyWord Map Attack”

“A building like this emphasizes the value a culture places
on literacy.” – Paul Goldberger

The Book Spiral
“In 1920, the Seattle Public
Library had no classification for
Computer Science; by 1990, the
section had exploded. As
collections swell unpredictably,
materials are disassociated from
their categories. Excess
materials are put in the
basement, moved to offsite
storage, or become squatters in
other, totally unrelated
departments.”
– Rem Koolhaas

“The four ‘unstable’ spaces in between the platforms
function as trading floors where librarians inform and
stimulate, where the interface between the different
platforms is organized – spaces for work, interaction,
and play.”

– Rem Koolhaas

University of Washington’s
Suzzallo Library

Suzzallo Reading Room

Odegaard Undergraduate Library
and Learning Commons

“New demands are being made upon the library. The
program of the modern university calls for more
books, longer hours, better facilities for study, and
expert guidance for readers.”
– Charles Smith, 1933

“As the intellectual and physical commons of our great
University, we advance discovery and encourage the
growth of knowledge. We anticipate and meet the
information needs of our diverse communities, at any
time and in any place. We prepare students for success in
life as information-smart global citizens.”
– UW Library Vision Statement, 2006-2010

